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Professor Tsung-yi Lin’s died on July 20, 
2010 at the age of 89 years. His memorial services 
were held on July 29, 2010, in Vancouver, Canada 
and on September 18, 2010 in Taipei, Taiwan. An 
obituary of Tsug-yi Lin was published on 
September 6, 2010 in New York Times. He is the 
father of psychiatry in Taiwan. His lasting infl u-
ence on the practice of psychiatry is well-recog-
nized. We will never forget what we have learned 
under his guidance. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to his family. We are deeply sadden to the loss of 
a great leader like him. He will be sorely missed.

Prof. Lin was born in 1920. At the time, 
Taiwan was ruled by Japan. His father, Mo-Seng 
Lin, was the fi rst Taiwanese to earn a Ph. D. de-
gree (in education) at Columbia University in the 
United States of America. He was infl uenced by 
his father in many ways, particularly in the teach-
ing styles that integrated ideals and perspectives 
from both Western and Eastern cultures. Under his 
father’s infl uence, he developed a broad vision, 
and always bore in his mind of a poem written and 
read to him by his father when he was about to go 
study abroad. In English, the poem reads, “Where 
is the wonder land? It is in the deepest place of the 
mountain. But, we do not have to ask the fi sher-
man how to get there. Just walk along the river-
side with fl owers, and you shall fi nd it.” This poem 
had encouraged him to embark on new challenges 
that led to his future success. In 1946, after World 
War II, he returned from Tokyo Imperial 

University, now University of Tokyo, at the age of 
26 years and became the founding chairman of 
Department of Psychiatry at National Taiwan 
University Hospital. 

The damages caused by the war were devas-
tating. Unemployment and infl ation rates were 
high; political unrest and economic instability 
were apparent. Prof. Lin went through a diffi cult 
time. Although he encountered various interfer-
ences, he was never frustrated by the challenges 
presented to him. Instead, he established the 
Department of Psychiatry with limited resources 
and empty hands. While the department was still 
in its infancy, he found himself helpless in the 
midst of political chaos. The totalitarian govern-
ment was corrupt; the military was undisciplined; 
the judiciary system was unjust; employment was 
not equal. The people were outrageous, and the 
complaints were ubiquitous. The most tragic inci-
dent in the history of Taiwan, the 228 Massacre, 
broke out in 1947. Thousands and thousands of 
intellectuals were killed. His father, then the Dean 
of College of Liberal Arts at NTU, was among those 
murdered victims. It was a huge blow to him. His fa-
ther’s death was completely unacceptable to him.

Prof. Lin lived in an adverse environment, 
and faced myriads of obstacles. Nevertheless, he 
persevered in his work. He established the educa-
tional model for psychiatry, and initiated the 
world-renowned community survey for psychiat-
ric disorders. He published an epidemiological 
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survey of mental disorders in Taiwan, the fi rst of 
its kind from Taiwan [1]. He also started training 
professional teams, emphasizing on school and com-
munity mental health. 

Fortunately, Taiwan was a member of the 
World Health Organization at that time.  The 
United States provided many funding opportuni-
ties for scholars studying abroad. In 1950, Prof. 
Lin became the fi rst Taiwanese psychiatrist to be 
honored with this generous offer to pursue his ed-
ucation at Harvard University. Hoping to nurture 
psychiatrists in different subspecialties, Prof. Lin 
also sent many talented individuals to study 
abroad. He was later invited to lead WHO’s Social 
and Epidemiological Psychiatry Sector of the 
Mental Health Unit in Geneva (1964-69). In 1974-
79, he was elected President of the World 
Federation of Mental Health when he was at 
University of British Columbia. 

Prof. Lin established the fi eld of psychiatry 
in Taiwan from ground zero. He was the fi rst 
Taiwanese psychiatrist to shine on the internation-
al stage. He received Japanese education in the 
beginning, and subsequently switched to Chinese. 
He later went abroad and were exposed to 
American education and culture. His immense 
knowledge and life experience are explained in 
detail in his book, On the Road to Psychiatry [2]. 
He devoted himself to improving and enhancing 
mental health. His enormous contributions in this 
area will be hard to forget and surpass.

After he retired, Prof. Lin did not forget his 
motherland, Taiwan. He always remembered his 
father’s unnecessary sacrifi ce and the tragic after-
math of the 228 Massacre. In 1989, he returned to 
Taiwan and interviewed many victim families of 
the 228 Massacre. In 1991, he requested then 
President Teng-Hui Lee to interview those vic-
tims’ families, and demanded for a just settlement 
with the government:

． To publish the investigation report
． To build a monument and museum in memory 

of the 228 Massacre victims
． To make public apology, and compensate those 

refugees and families of the victims
． To make February 28 as a national peace me-

morial day
． To set up a foundation for rebuilding the culture 

and education that were ravaged during the 228 
Massacre.

President Lee fulfi lled all those demands. Prof. 
Lin was the driving force behind the success of 
Taiwan’s psychiatric research on the world stage. 
His life story will be the best example and encour-
agement for today’s generation. His contributions 
and dedication will be remembered and deeply en-
graved in everyone’s heart for many years to come.

Prof. Lin took professorship at University of 
Michigan (1969-73), UBC (1973-85) where he 
retired. Later, he also held honorary professorship 
at Peking University and Tokyo University.

Prof. Lin is survived by his wife, Mei-Chen Lin; 
fi ve children, Dr. Siong-Chi Lin, Lillian Lin Miao, 
Dr. Elizabeth Lin, Joy Lin Salzberg, and Dr. David 
Lin; 11 grandchildren; and one great-grandson.
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